100 Things to Do with Children in London This Bank Holiday
Weekend

London, a city brimming with history, culture, and endless possibilities, truly comes
alive during a bank holiday weekend. The upcoming Early May bank holiday in 2025,
spanning from Saturday, May 3rd to Monday, May 5th ', presents a perfect opportunity
for families to create lasting memories together. This guide offers a comprehensive list
of 100 diverse and engaging activities designed to entertain children of all ages and
interests, ensuring a weekend packed with fun and adventure across the capital.

Outdoor Adventures in the City

London’s magnificent Royal Parks provide expansive green havens for families to
escape the urban bustle and embrace nature. Hyde Park '° offers a plethora of
activities. Younger children will delight in the Buckhill Playground ", while the
renowned Diana Princess of Wales Memorial Playground ", with its iconic pirate ship,
promises hours of imaginative play. It is worth noting that this playground's popularity
often leads to queues, particularly during peak times like a bank holiday."” The Diana
Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain ™ offers a chance for little ones to splash and
cool off (though walking in the fountain itself is not permitted). For those seeking a
unigue experience, Hyde Park also offers horse riding opportunities.”® Families can
also enjoy a traditional picnic amidst the greenery *, or rent boats and paddleboats
on the Serpentine lake, where feeding the ducks is another beloved pastime.'

Adjacent to Hyde Park, Regent's Park '° boasts several playgrounds, including
Gloucester Gate Playground " with its thrilling long zip wire and natural play
structures, the more traditional Hanover Gate Children's Playground ", and
Marylebone Green Playground.™ Within Regent's Park lies the world-famous London
Zoo '°, home to a vast array of animals. The park also features Queen Mary's Gardens
'8, a stunning display of thousands of roses. Depending on the timing, the Regent's
Park Open Air Theatre season might also be commencing °, offering family-friendly
performances.

Kensington Gardens " is another verdant gem, home to the aforementioned Diana
Princess of Wales Memorial Playground.” Visitors can also explore Kensington Palace
" and its beautiful gardens, and discover the charming Peter Pan statue.” Further
afield, Richmond Park '° offers a different experience with its Petersham Gate
playground featuring a unique elephant piano "', and the chance to spot wild deer
roaming freely.”* Horse riding is also available in Richmond Park.?® In East London,
Greenwich Park ° provides a playground with a nature-inspired design." The park is



also conveniently located near the National Maritime Museum ?' and the Royal
Observatory and Planetarium.” Finally, St. James's Park %, situated near Buckingham
Palace, offers a playground "> and stunning views of the palace ', with the entertaining
pelican feeding times being a particular highlight.”

Beyond the Royal Parks, London boasts numerous other captivating green spaces.
Battersea Park '° features another popular Pirate Ship Playground ", as well as
Battersea Zoo " and the thrilling treetop adventure of Go Ape.'® In West London,
Holland Park ™ offers an Adventure Playground ™ for older children and a separate
Toddlers Playground " for younger ones, with the serene Kyoto Gardens being a
particularly beautiful spot.” The Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park ** in Stratford
provides a range of play areas, including the adventurous Tumbling Bay Playground *,
the expansive Pleasure Gardens Play Areas *¢, a Climbing Wall *, and the mesmerizing
Water Fountains.* For a more natural escape, Highgate Wood ' offers tranquil forest
trails, while the vast expanse of Hampstead Heath ° includes swimming ponds ™ and
plenty of space for exploration. Families can also enjoy scenic walks along the
Regent's Canal *® or visit one of London's city farms, such as Mudchute Park and
Farm %%, Vauxhall City Farm #°, Surrey Docks Farm ? for lamb feeding, or Brick Lane
City Farm %°, perhaps followed by a tasty beigel.

For those who enjoy active exploration, the Thames Path “° provides picturesque
riverside views, and many local parks offer marked nature walks.?’ Cyclists can find
numerous family-friendly cycle routes within and around London's parks.?

To experience London from a different perspective, families can embark on a variety
of boat tours and river cruises. Thames Clippers (Uber Boat) *' offer hop-on hop-off
services, with family tickets available *>, making it a convenient way to see many key
sights from the water. GoBoat *® provides a unique self-drive boat hire experience in
Paddington, Kingston, and Canary Wharf, and it's even dog-friendly, allowing families
to bring their furry companions along with a picnic. For a historical and humorous
journey, consider the Horrible Histories - Terrible Thames ** tour, although it
primarily operates during school holidays and selected weekdays. The London Eye
River Cruise *° is often combined with tickets for the iconic observation wheel. City
Cruises ' offer sightseeing day passes %, while Thames Rockets ' provide a more
exhilarating speedboat experience. Families looking for a leisurely canal adventure
can opt for the London Waterbus Company *, which runs between Little Venice and
Camden along Regent's Canal. For a more personalized experience, many companies
offer family-friendly private boat tours.*® The sheer variety of boat tour options
ensures that families can select an experience that perfectly aligns with their



children's ages, interests, and desired level of excitement.

Immersive Museum Experiences

London's museums offer a wealth of opportunities for children to learn and explore in
engaging and interactive environments. The Science Museum * provides free entry
to its main galleries %, making it an accessible option for families. For a more
hands-on experience, Wonderlab * offers spectacular interactive exhibits (though it
requires booking and a separate ticket). Retro gaming enthusiasts will enjoy the Power
Up gallery *', while the Exploring Space gallery °' is open until early June 2025. The
museum also features an IMAX cinema °' showing immersive documentaries and the
Technicians gallery °', which explores behind-the-scenes careers in science. Younger
visitors will appreciate the Pattern Pod * designed specifically for toddlers.

Similarly, the Natural History Museum *' offers free entry * and is renowned for its
impressive dinosaur exhibits.” The Volcanoes and Earthquakes gallery *° features an
exciting earthquake simulator, while Hintze Hall is home to the magnificent blue whale
skeleton, Hope.”” The museum also provides engaging museum explorer trails and
treasure hunts *°, and its newly opened gardens offer another space for discovery.*
Until February 2026, visitors can explore the fascinating Space exhibition: Could Life
Exist Beyond Earth?.”

The British Museum ** offers free entry for children under 16 >* and provides various
resources for families, including Museum Missions, explorer trails, and activity
backpacks.>* The Families Desk offers helpful information and resources **, and the
Ford Centre for Young Visitors provides a dedicated space for families.>®* On Saturday,
May 3rd, 2025, the museum will host a free relaxed evening event featuring Bollywood
dancing %, and its Little Feet programme caters specifically to children under 5.%°

For transport enthusiasts, the London Transport Museum '° offers interactive
exhibits for all ages.*® While its play area is popular and can get crowded ¥, it provides
a fun opportunity for children to engage with the history of London's transport. The
Museum of London Docklands % offers free entry ° and features the Mudlarks
gallery *, a dock-themed soft play area that requires advance booking.* The Young
V&A (formerly the Museum of Childhood) ' also offers free entry ? and houses a
fascinating collection of historic toys and childhood objects %, along with interactive
displays.” The museum also hosts ongoing family-friendly workshops like the Family
Design Challenge until July 12th, 2025 °, SEND Play sessions until July 5th, 2025 */,
Play Saturdays until July 19th, 2025 *’, and Mini Play sessions for babies and toddlers
throughout May 2025.>"



London is also home to many other engaging museums catering to specific interests.
The Postal Museum * features the unique Mail Rail ride *° through underground
tunnels and the ticketed Sorted! The Postal Play Space for children under 8. The
Horniman Museum and Gardens ' encourages children to touch museum objects *
and boasts a playground and extensive gardens.* Its Robot Zoo exhibition runs until
November (ticketed).”® The Imperial War Museum ** offers interactive galleries
exploring the impact of war.’® At the National Maritime Museum %, families can
explore the Ahoy! children's gallery (booking recommended) * and the Pirates
exhibition. A visit to the historic Tower of London " includes entertaining Beefeater
tours (free with entry) * and the chance to see the Crown Jewels.?”® The Tower is also
hosting a poignant VE Day 80th Anniversary display of ceramic poppies until
November 11th.”® Kid-friendly private tours are also available.* Families can step
aboard the legendary sailing ship Cutty Sark *' to learn about its history.?’ For older
children and teenagers seeking a thrill, the London Dungeon * offers thrilling rides
and delves into the city's chilling past.?’ Other museums worth considering include the
Bank of England Museum *, the Grant Museum of Zoology *, Pollock's Toy Museum **,
the RAF Museum #* with its playground #?, Chelsea FC Stadium Tours *°, Arsenal
Football Club Tour %, the Peter Harrison Planetarium *, the Cartoon Museum *°, the
Museum of the Home *', the Foundling Museum *, Eltham Palace And Gardens *,
Fulham Palace House & Gardens *', Gunnersbury Park Museum *', the London Museum
of Water & Steam %, Osterley Park and House '¢, Hampton Court Palace " with its
enchanting Magic Garden " and the Tulip Festival closing this weekend ?' (often
hosting kid-friendly events %), Chiswick House & Gardens *', Kenwood House *', Bruce
Castle ¥, Headstone Manor & Museum *', Keats House *', the National Portrait Gallery
%! Tate Britain *, the Royal Academy of Arts *', the National Gallery *' (offering
kid-friendly private tours *°), Tate Modern #' (free entry ?*), the Design Museum % with
its Splash! exhibition *, the Old Operating Theatre Museum *°, the Clink Prison
Museum *°, the Churchill War Rooms #* (booking recommended #*), the Wallace
Collection ™ (free entry ™), Somerset House %, the Science Gallery ™ (Vital Signs
exhibition ends May 17th), and the V&A East Storehouse " opening on May 31st (with
soft previews from May 19th) featuring a David Bowie display. Finally, the King's
Galleries at Buckingham Palace ' are hosting The Edwardians: Age of Elegance
exhibition.

Museum Name Free Entry Key Child-Friendly Recommended Age
Features Range (if specified)
Science Museum Yes Interactive exhibits, All ages
Wonderlab (ticketed),




Power Up (retro
games), Pattern Pod
(toddlers)

Natural History Yes Dinosaur exhibits, All ages
Museum earthquake simulator,
Hintze Hall (blue
whale), explorer trails
British Museum Yes (under 16) Museum Missions, All ages
explorer trails,
backpacks, Ford
Centre for Young
Visitors
London Transport No Interactive exhibits, All ages
Museum opportunity to board
old buses and trains
Museum of London Yes Mudlarks gallery (soft Under 8s
Docklands play, booking
recommended)
Young V&A Yes Collection of toys, All ages
interactive displays,
various family
workshops
Postal Museum No Mail Rail ride, Sorted! All ages
The Postal Play
Space (under 8s,
ticketed)
Horniman Museum Yes (some) Touch museum All ages
and Gardens objects, playground,
gardens, Robot Zoo
exhibition (ticketed)
Imperial War Museum | Yes Interactive galleries Older children/teens
National Maritime Yes Ahoy! children's Younger children

Museum

gallery (booking
recommended),




Pirates exhibition

Tower of London No Beefeater tours, Older children
Crown Jewels

Tate Modern Yes Vast spaces, All ages
engaging modern art

Indoor Play and Activity Centres

For days when the weather isn't cooperating or when children need to burn off some
extra energy, London offers a wide array of indoor play and activity centres. Flip Out
Canary Wharf ®° is one of the largest, featuring soft play, Laser Quest, interactive
football, slides, crazy karts, and bumper cars (note: no trampolines). It will be open
from 10 am to 8 pm on the bank holiday ¢, and booking is recommended.®® Other Flip
Out locations include Brent Cross.®” Babylon Park in Camden ¢ offers a unique
experience as an underground theme park with rides, VR experiences, arcade games,
and soft play areas for both toddlers and older children. Entry is free, with options to
pay per ride/game or purchase unlimited access tickets. It's advisable to check the
Fever app or website for their bank holiday opening hours and to book tickets.®®
Kidspace in Croydon and Romford *° is a behemoth of soft play, featuring slides,
climbing walls, go-karts, mini-golf, and ball blasters, particularly suitable for older
children. Other indoor play options include Gambado ¢, Kidzmania ©, Kubz Klub ¢,
N20 KidsClub ¢, ClownTown ¢ (pre-booked sessions with a separate area for under
3s), Topsy Turvy World ¢, Kidz Adventure Playzone ® with a large play frame and
dedicated baby/toddler areas, and Big Little Fun in Greenwich © offering soft play with
interactive zones.

The Better leisure centres ¢ across London also host soft play areas with
multi-layered climbing frames, ball pits, and mazes (check their website for specific
locations and opening times). Swiss Cottage Leisure Centre  recently updated its
soft play area, which is ideal for younger children, while Talacre Leisure Centre ¢
offers an under-5s "baby gym" session and a more traditional soft play structure
called Treetops. Booking for Better centres is typically done via their app. The Sherriff
Centre in West Hampstead *° provides a soft play area within the unique setting of St
James Church. Sammy's Soft Play at Yogaloft in Queen's Park *° is a clean and
well-maintained option suitable for children under 5, with a vegetarian/vegan cafe
on-site. Inflata Nation in Colindale *° offers a bouncy experience with inflatable
slides, an obstacle course, and bouncy bubbles. Ding Dong Fun Bus in Tottenham



is a soft play centre with a fun name and a variety of platforms, slides, and ball pits.
Other notable indoor play spaces include Bella Boos "' with a candy theme, Tiny Tigers
" (a play cafe), Rainbow Soft Play & Cafe ¢ with locations in Cockfosters and New
Southgate, Toby's Adventure Club in Streatham ', Maggie & Rose in Islington ¢°
featuring a play kitchen, and Bertie and Boo's Adventure Island.” Playbox in N1 is a
stylish role-play cafe designed for children aged 0-6. Sobell Leisure Centre * boasts
an impressive soft play area. For those seeking more traditional playgrounds,
Alexandra Road Park # offers three playgrounds for different age groups, while Kilburn
Park Road * has play areas for both little ones and older children. Harringay Ladder %
features innovative play equipment, and Finsbury Park # has three playgrounds.
Colindale Park #?, Stationers Park in Crouch End #, Crumbles Castle Playground in
Islington #?, Homerton Grove Adventure Playground ", Toffee Park Adventure
Playground in Islington ", Triangle Adventure Playground in Lambeth ', Three Corners
Adventure Playground ", Shakespeare Walk Adventure Playground ", and Brent Cross
Town Playground # provide further options. For trampoline fun, consider 02 Oxygen
Trampoline Park in North Greenwich *¢ (check for age restrictions). It's worth noting
that Wonderland: Adult Soft Play in Palmers Green * is an adult-only venue and not
suitable for children. For a blend of play and storytelling, Discover Children's Story
Centre in Stratford %° offers interactive experiences.

The Magic of Theatre and Shows

London's vibrant theatre scene offers a plethora of family-friendly productions. In the
West End, long-running hits like The Lion King ° at the Lyceum Theatre and Matilda
The Musical ° at the Cambridge Theatre continue to enchant audiences. Wicked ™
at the Apollo Victoria Theatre is another popular choice. For older children, Harry
Potter and the Cursed Child * at the Palace Theatre offers a magical experience.
Families can also enjoy the feel-good musical Mamma Mia! * at the Novello Theatre,
or the hilarious The Play That Goes Wrong ° at the Duchess Theatre. Disney's
Frozen * is another captivating option. For a unique experience, consider Shrek's
Adventure! London °, a walk-and-ride adventure. Paddington The Musical ¢ is
having its world premiere in the West End, and the Paddington Bear Experience "
offers further opportunities to meet the beloved bear. Other family-friendly shows
running include The Lightning Thief: The Percy Jackson Musical *' at The Other
Palace, Back to the Future ?, Clueless the musical * at the Trafalgar Theatre, The
Curious Case of Benjamin Button * at the Ambassadors Theatre, My Neighbour
Totoro '° at the Gillian Lynne Theatre, Six the Musical " at the Vaudeville Theatre,
and Starlight Express © at the Troubadour Wembley Park.

For more intimate and engaging performances, London's smaller theatres offer



delightful options. The Little Angel Theatre * will be presenting A Squash and a
Squeeze from May 1st to May 10th, 2025 °, aimed at ages 3-8. They also offer Angel's
Little Explorers workshops for babies and toddlers starting from May 2nd, 2025.” The
Paper Dolls will run from May 10th to July 20th, 2025 ™ (ages 3-8), followed by Krafty
the Urban Fox: Tales from the Tower Block from May 17th to July 27th, 2025 ™ (ages
2-5), and Overheard in a Tower Block from May 22nd to July 27th, 2025 ™ (for
everyone over 7). The Unicorn Theatre %’ will be showing The Koala Who Could from
May 20th to June 1st, 2025.° At the Polka Theatre in Wimbledon ™, families can
catch Chicken Licken until May 11th, 2025 ™, Let's Build! until June 29th, 2025 ™, and
The Vanishing Forest from May 24th to June 1st, 2025.°° Shakespeare's Globe * will
be offering family workshops from May 25th to 31st for A Midsummer Night's Dream
and Romeo and Juliet ¢, as well as a Family Storytelling of A Midsummer Night's
Dream on May 24th and 25th.”

The bank holiday weekend also features several special performances and events.
Carnival: Family Edit at Southbank Centre on May 3rd, 2025 " is a collaboration
between Aurora and Frantic Assembly.”” On the same day, families can enjoy the Big
Fish Little Fish family rave at Barking Riverside ¢, with flower-themed clothing
encouraged. The Royal Albert Hall will host The Enchanted Cinema: Ghibli's Forest
', an audio-visual experience for young children. Showdown, an acrobatics and
circus skills competition, will take place at The Albany in Deptford.®® The Peckham
Fringe Festival © will be ongoing with various performances at Theatre Peckham and
Canada Water Theatre. Polygon Live LDN, a spatial audio festival, will be held at
Crystal Palace Park from May 2nd to 4th, 2025.% Regent's Park Open Air Theatre
might have early season performances.'® Finally, Southbank Centre's Multitudes
festival " may still have family-friendly events on its final weekend (until May 3rd). The
variety of special performances highlights the bank holiday as a time for unique family
entertainment beyond the regular theatre offerings.

Show Title Venue Dates/Times (May Recommended Age
3rd-5th, 2025) Range

The Lion King Lyceum Theatre Check website for 6+
showtimes

Matilda The Musical Cambridge Theatre Check website for 6+
showtimes

Wicked Apollo Victoria Check website for 7+




Theatre

showtimes

Harry Potter and the Palace Theatre Check website for 10+
Cursed Child showtimes
Mamma Mial Novello Theatre Check website for 10+
showtimes
The Play That Goes Duchess Theatre Check website for 8+
Wrong showtimes
Frozen Theatre Royal Drury Check website for 6+
Lane showtimes
Shrek's Adventure! County Hall Check website for All ages
London showtimes
The Lightning Thief: The Other Palace Check website for 8+
The Percy Jackson showtimes
Musical
My Neighbour Totoro Gillian Lynne Theatre Check website for 5+
showtimes
Six the Musical Vaudeville Theatre Check website for 10+
showtimes
Starlight Express Troubadour Wembley Check website for All ages
Park Theatre showtimes
Carnival: Family Edit Queen Elizabeth Hall, May 3rd, 3:00 PM All ages
Southbank Centre
Big Fish Little Fish Barking Riverside May 3rd, 2:00 PM - All ages
Family Rave 4:00 PM
Showdown The Albany, Deptford May 3rd, 7:30 PM Not specified
Ruislip Lido Railway Ruislip Lido Railway May 3rd-5th All ages

Gala Weekend




Free and Affordable Family Fun

London offers a wealth of free and affordable activities for families. Many of its
world-renowned museums and galleries provide free entry, including the main
galleries of the Science Museum %, the Natural History Museum *, the British Museum
(for children under 16) #*, the Museum of London Docklands ?°, the Young V&A %, the
National Maritime Museum %°, the National Gallery *', Tate Modern ', and the Wallace
Collection.™ While some special exhibitions at the Horniman Museum and Gardens "
may require tickets, the grounds and some exhibitions are free. Other free museums
include the Museum of the Home *', Foundling Museum (some areas) *', and the
Serpentine Galleries (including Serpentine South) ", which will be hosting a free
exhibition by Giuseppe Penone with sculptures extending into the Royal Parks. On May
3rd, the Natural History Museum will host the free Generation Hope event, a program
created by young people for young people.®® The V&A Museum will also offer a free
performance of Shadow Kingdom: Shadow Puppetry in Motion on May 3rd."
Southbank Centre will host free events on May 3rd, including Relaxed Sessions with
Body Odyssey " and Saturday Sessions with Body Odyssey.”” While the main Moomin
80 celebrations at Southbank Centre occur later in May *°, it's worth checking for any
early free activities.

London's parks provide ample opportunities for free fun. Families can explore the
Royal Parks and their numerous playgrounds ", enjoy picnics *, go for nature walks
and spot wildlife.® Local parks and playgrounds also offer free recreational spaces.”
Visiting city farms like Mudchute, Vauxhall, and Brick Lane ** provides a free way to
interact with animals. Walking along Regent's Canal %, looking for the green parrots in
Hyde Park %, and watching the pelican feeding in St. James's Park % are all free
activities. Exploring the pocket parks of the Square Mile ?° and visiting the River Lee
Country Park % also offer free outdoor experiences.

Throughout the bank holiday weekend, several free events and festivals will be taking
place. The Canalway Cavalcade in Little Venice (May 3rd-5th, 2025) ¢ is a vibrant
canal boat festival with live music and children's activities. Vesna Fest at Woolwich
Works (May 2nd-9th) © celebrates Ukrainian culture and creativity with many free
activities. While Chelsea in Bloom and Belgravia in Bloom ' occur later in May, it's
worth checking if any early installations are already in place. The Play in the Park
programme '© offers free nature-inspired activities in various Royal Parks. East
London's only free-to-play minigolf in Canary Wharf ' provides a fun challenge.
Although Kingswood Arts & Dulwich Festival Family Fun Day! " is on May 10th, other
free elements of the Dulwich Festival (May 9th-18th) might be worth exploring. Ted's



Space Adventure at Royal Observatory Greenwich ' is a free weekend planetarium
show for young children. Tots at the Docks at the Museum of London Docklands ™
offers free monthly play sessions (check dates). The Southern Qutfall open day at
Crossness Pumping Station on May 3rd © provides a unique free experience. Browsing
the Indie Jewellers' Market ©* is free, and while the Blackhorse Beer Mile's 3rd Birthday
celebration ? on May 4th may involve costs, it's worth checking for any free elements.
Urban Village Féte at Greenwich Peninsula on May 18th ™ offers free entry. Listening to
the debates at Speaker's Corner in Hyde Park on Sundays " is a unique free
experience. Wandering through Camden Market ** is free, though purchases will incur
costs. Finally, exploring the street art in Shoreditch * offers a free cultural experience.
The sheer number of free activities available demonstrates that families can enjoy a
fantastic bank holiday weekend in London without breaking the bank.

To make the most of a bank holiday on a budget, consider packing your own snacks
and drinks, taking advantage of free museum entry, seeking out free events and
festivals, utilizing public transport or walking, and having a picnic in one of London's
beautiful parks. Checking for family ticket deals for paid attractions can also help
reduce costs. While Kids Week offering free West End tickets is in the summer ™, it's a
good option to keep in mind for future holidays. Similarly, National Rail's Days Out
Guide % can offer 2FOR1 tickets to some attractions.

Unique and Themed Experiences

For families seeking truly unique and themed experiences, London has much to offer.
Stepping into the world of wizardry at the Warner Bros. Studio Tour London - The
Making of Harry Potter ° is an unforgettable experience (book tickets in advance *).
Exploring the underwater world at the SEA LIFE London Aquarium '° and rubbing
shoulders with lifelike figures at Madame Tussauds London ' (featuring an ongoing
Star Wars Exhibition ) are also popular choices. Taking a ride on the iconic London
Eye '° offers breathtaking city views, as does a visit to The Shard Viewing Gallery *
or the chance to climb the roof of the O2 at Up at The 02.” For thrill-seekers, a day
trip to Chessington World of Adventures '°, LEGOLAND Windsor '°, or Thorpe
Park ° is a must. The Paradox Museum ?' offers immersive and mind-bending
exhibits. Families can also engage in a life-sized game at Monopoly Lifesized *' or
embark on an immersive journey through space at The Moonwalkers: A Journey
with Tom Hanks at Lightroom.”'

London also offers a fantastic selection of family-friendly walking tours. London
Highlights Walking Tour for Children and Families by Pinocchio Tours "° covers key
landmarks and is specifically designed for children. Numerous Harry Potter Walking



Tours * allow fans to explore filming locations from the beloved series. Viator offers a
London The Best of Harry Potter Guided Tour (Free for Kids) *> and a London
Tootbus Kids Tour *° with live commentary. For museum explorations, consider the
Private London British Museum Tour for Kids and Families *°, Kid-Friendly
Private Tower of London Tour “°, Kid-Friendly Tour: Tower of London and Tower
Bridge Entry “°, Kid-Friendly Natural History Museum & Dinosaurs Private
Guided Tour “°, and Kid-Friendly National Gallery Tour.** Other options include the
London Highlights Family-Friendly Walking Tour “° and National Gallery of
London Guided Tour for children and families *°, both offered by Viator. London
Walks' London Film, TV & Book Trail for Kids & Grown-up Kids ° explores locations
from various films, TV shows, and children's books (currently unavailable but might be
bookable privately). The City of London offers a self-guided City of London
Children's Trail *" with three routes and an activity map. Fun London Tours provides
unique walks like the Secret Old London Tour, London's Dark History Tour,
London's Lost City Tour, and London's Grime & Punishment Tour.?' Meet the
Locals for Families “ offers a variety of family-focused tours, including British Museum
treasure hunts and Harry Potter tours. Context Travel ** provides interactive tours led
by experts, and London Perfect * offers a Harry Potter Film Locations walking tour.
The sheer number of themed walking tours tailored for families underscores the
popularity of this engaging way to discover London's treasures with children. Finally,
the Ruislip Lido Railway Gala Weekend (May 3rd-5th, 2025) © offers a special bank
holiday event for train enthusiasts.

Creative Workshops and Classes

For hands-on and creative activities, families can explore various workshops and
classes. Southbank Centre ’" offers ongoing WordPlay sessions and a specific
WordPlay: Sounds and Scribbles event on May 23rd. The V&A Museum °" has Mini Play
sessions for babies and toddlers throughout May, an ongoing Family Design
Challenge, a Create! Studio for Families: Nature workshop on May 10th, a Family
Workshop (7-14): Tempera Painting on May 30th, and Digital Kids: Create Stories with
Clay from May 27th to 30th. Japan House London # is hosting family workshops on
making kumiko latticework coasters from April 29th to May 6th, 2025. While the Family
Chocolate Making Workshop at Chelsea Physic Garden '® is on May 26th, it might be
worth checking for other family events. Kingswood Arts & Dulwich Festival ' (May
9th-18th) will feature a family fun day with various creative workshops on May 10th.
Art CLASS London * might be offering half-term classes during the bank holiday
(check their website for specific details). Vesna Fest at Woolwich Works (May
2nd-9th) ¢* includes a craft fair and dance workshops. While many family-oriented



workshops are scheduled around the May half-term later in the month, there are still
opportunities for creative engagement during the Early May bank holiday.

Planning Your Perfect Bank Holiday

To ensure a smooth and enjoyable bank holiday weekend, consider the ages and
interests of your children when selecting activities. Booking tickets in advance for
popular attractions and shows is highly recommended, especially during a busy bank
holiday.” Always check the opening hours and any special bank holiday schedules for
venues. Plan your transportation in advance, keeping in mind that public transport can
be crowded; walking or cycling might be good options for shorter distances.>
Remember to pack essentials like snacks, drinks, and comfortable shoes. Be prepared
for potential queues at popular spots and look out for family ticket options and
discounts. Combining indoor and outdoor activities will help cater to different weather
conditions. Finally, avoid over-scheduling; leave some time for relaxation and
spontaneous fun.

Conclusion: A Weekend of Unforgettable Family Moments

London in the spring, particularly during a bank holiday weekend, offers an
unparalleled array of activities for families. From exploring the vast Royal Parks and
enjoying scenic river cruises to delving into fascinating museums and experiencing the
magic of theatre, there is truly something to captivate every child's imagination.
Whether your family prefers thrilling adventures, cultural explorations, or creative
pursuits, this guide provides a wealth of options to craft a memorable and enjoyable
Early May bank holiday weekend in the vibrant city of London. By planning ahead and
embracing the diverse offerings, families are sure to create unforgettable moments
together.
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